INDIA   AND   COMMUNISM	27
Socialism and communism of the West are based
on certain conceptions which are fundamentally different
from ours. One such conception is their belief in the
essential selfishness of human nature. I do not subscribe
to it for I know that the essential difference between
man and the brute is that the former can respond to the
call of the spirit in him, can rise superior to the passions
that he owns in common with the brute and, therefore,
superior to selfishness and violence, which belong to the
brute nature and not to the immortal spirit of man.
That is the fundamental conception of Hinduism, which
has years of penance and austerity at the back of the dis-
covery of this truth. That is why, whilst we have had
saints who have worn out their bodies and laid down
their lives in order to explore the secrets of the soul,
we have had none, as in the West, who laid down their
lives in exploring the remotest or the highest regions of
the earth. Our socialism or communism should, there-
fore, be based on non-violence and on harmonious co-
operation of labour and capital, landlord and tenant.
Amrita Bazar Patrika, 2-8-s34
What does communism mean in the last analysis?
It means a classless society—an ideal that is worth striv-
ing for. Only I part company with it when force is
called to aid for achieving it. We are all born equal,
but we have all these centuries resisted the will of God.
The idea of inequality, of lhigh and low3, is an evil3
but I do not believe in eradicating evil from the human
breast at the point of the bayonet. The human breast
does not lend itself to that means.
Harijan,  13-3-'3 7
Communism of the Russian type, that is com-
munism which is imposed on a people, would be re-
pugnant  to   India. If communism   came  without  any

